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TITLE Cutting out Knife Crime

SUGGESTED

YEAR GROUP P7+

AIMS To increase awareness of how carrying knives
and other weapons affects lives and the lives
of others

To engage students in dialogue about their
decision-making to make schools and
communities safer

To encourage young people to take
responsibility for the way they behave in their
community

METHOD/ACTIVITIES Group discussion/DVD/Group work

RESOURCES Knife Quiz Sheet
‘Knife City’ DVD
Means of playing DVD
Shelley’s Story — a letter from a prisoner
Scenario Sheets

DURATION 45 - 90 minutes

KEY POINTS Carrying knives and other weapons affects not
only the user but also
¢ Our Families
¢ Our Communities

There is no excuse for carrying knives or other
weapons
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PRESENTER’S NOTES

1. Police, schools and other agencies are essential partners in the reduction of
violent crime and other anti-social behaviour. A safe environment for the
school community promotes respect, responsibility and civility and enhances
the prospects for maximum educational achievement. Safer School
Partnerships provide a way forward for local partners to deliver these
outcomes for children, young people and their communities.

Safer Schools Partnership
Mainstreaming Document 2006

2. This input is designed to assist teachers to support young people in
developing their skills to manage risks associated with weapons and in
particular knives. It is designed to be used in partnership with a Police
School Liaison Officer, as part of a package on responsible citizenship.

3. The School Liaison Officer should discuss the presentation with teacher
prior to delivery to assess:
¢ s the input part of a structured response to an incident?
e What is the base knowledge of the class?
¢ Are there any specific issues relating to class members?

4. Both teachers and police officers must should facilitate and encourage
discussion during group work.

The package has been prepared for Safer Scotland in close consultation with the City of Edinburgh
Education Liaison Officer, Audrey Fairgrieve, whose post is funded through the Council Youth Crime
Strategy, "No Offence", and Susan Kerr, Social Crime Reduction Officer in Lothian and Borders
Police.

The Knife City DVDs, produced by the Metropolitan Police, were provided by the Home Office as part
of the National Violence Reduction Campaign
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Learning Intentions (What you expect the students to learn from the
lesson)

Students will be aware of the law and consequences of carrying or using a
knife/other weapon

Students will be aware of the Services of Crimestoppers and the police.
Students will be able to explore their own attitudes towards weapons and their
associated risks.

Students will be able to make accurate risk assessments and consider different
options in risky situations.

Session description

Activity 1 — Ground rules (5 mins)

Establish ground rules with the group and optionally write them up on a flip
chart paper and display on wall. Ensure that you have included the fact that
this is not the appropriate setting for personal disclosures but that they can talk
to you or another suitable adult confidentially at another designated time on a
one-to-one basis.

Activity 2 (10 mins)

Divide the young people into small groups; hand out copy of knife quiz to each
group to ascertain their knowledge about knives and the law.

The officer will then go over the quiz giving the correct answers and
reinforcing the legal issues and consequences of carrying or using knives or
other weapons.

Activity 3 (5 mins)

Watch Knife City DVD — Game Scenario, Panorama Programme — (Stop DVD
after 3™ Interview):

Whole Class Discussion:

How did students feel about the Game Scenario?

Why did the boy carry a knife?

Why did he threaten the other boy?

What happened to the injured boy?

Documentary DVD Discussion Questions (10mins)

Should now be used to check the pupils have listened and understood the
message given in the DVD.

The answers should indicate that the students have listened to and understood
the message given in the DVD.
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Activity 4 (5 mins) [optional depending on time available]
The letter from the prisoner (Shelley’s story) can now be read to the students to
reinforce the consequences of carrying a knife.

Activity 5 (20 mins) (Optional depending on time available)

Use the previous small groups and ask each group to consider the following
scenarios, deciding

Which causes them the most serious concern?

Which is the most likely to result in arrest?

Which is the highest risk?

Look again at each scenario and discuss what would a

e Teacher might think about each of these situations?
Police Officer might think about each of these situations?
Parent might think about each of these situations?
Friend might think about each of these situations?
Get feedback from each group.

Scenario 1

Your brother aged 12 has to walk through a neighbouring estate where he has
been attacked before. He worries this might happen again so he takes a
penknife with him to make him feel safer, but doesn’t intend to attack anyone.

Scenario 2

Your older brother and his friend are organising a joint 18" Birthday Party.
Someone has told them there might be trouble, so they have both decided to
carry hunting knives they have borrowed from your granddad, just in case they
need them for security reasons.

Scenario 3

You are getting bullied at school and you have had enough. You decide to
stop it once and for all. You have sharpened one of your granny’s knitting
needles and take it to school to use on the bullies next time they pick on you.

Scenario 4
Your uncle carries a screwdriver in his car door pocket to use to open the cars’
broken petrol cap when he gets petrol.

Scenario 5
Your sisters and her boyfriend are travelling on a bus to a club. He asks her to
carry his small lock knife in her bag, as the police won’t search her.

These scenarios are available for copying at Appendix B
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Activity 6 (5 minutes)
As a whole class identify the risks associated with carrying knives.

Explain how to safely dispose of knives and other weapons and methods and
value of reporting crimes.

Feature Crimestoppers and the value of anonymous information.

Conclusion: Carrying weapons, especially knives, is an extremely risky
activity that can have serious implications. Users may get into trouble with the
Police, their Parents will be informed and they may have to go to Court or a
Children’s Panel.

Useful Contacts:

Action on Violence in Scotland: www.actiononviolence.com
Crimestoppers: www.crimestoppersscotland.com
Crimestoppers anti-knife resource, including first aid hints
www.gameoverdknives.com

Victim Support: www.victimsupportsco.demon.co.uk
Bullying: www.bullying.co.uk

BBC Crime reduction website: www.bbc.co.uk/crime

Possible extension activity
Design a poster or mouse-mat designed to highlight the risks of carrying
weapons and dissuade people from doing so.

Additional information
The law relating to carrying weapons — police will provide this during the
presentation. See Appendix A
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STATUTORY OFFENCES: OFFENSIVE WEAPONS etc Appendix A

Criminal Law (Consolidation) (Scotland) Act 1995
Section 47

Any person who without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, the proof whereof shall lie on him, has with him in any
public place any offensive weapon commits an offence.

Note

“public place” includes any road within the meaning of the Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 and any other premises or place to
which at the material time the public have or are permitted to have access, whether on payment or otherwise; and

“offensive weapon” means any article made (e.g. knuckle dusters, batons) or adapted (e.g. golf ball with nails, metal
comb with sharpened handle) for use for causing injury to the person, or intended by the person having it with him for such
use by him or by some other person. (e.g. screwdriver, baseball bat, hammer)

Powers of Arrest:

A Constable may arrest without warrant any person whom he has reasonable cause to believe to be committing an offence

if;

e the constable is not satisfied as to that person’s identity or place of residence, or

e has reasonable cause to believe that it is necessary to arrest him in order to prevent the commission by him of any other
offence in the course of committing which an offensive weapon might be used

Search — Section 48

Where a constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that any person is carrying an offensive weapon and has
committed or is committing an offence under Section 47 of this Act, the constable may search that person without warrant,
and detain him for such time as is reasonably required to permit the search to be carried out; and he shall inform the person
of the reason for such detention.

Any person who—
e intentionally obstructs a constable in the exercise of those powers or
e conceals from a constable acting in the exercise of those powers an offensive weapon, commits an offence

Powers of Arrest
A constable may arrest without warrant any person who he has reason to believe has intentionally obstructed a search or
actively concealed an offensive weapon.

Section 49

Any person who without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, the proof whereof shall lie on him, has with him in any
public place any bladed article or sharply pointed article commits an offence.

This section does not apply to a folding pocketknife if the cutting edge of its blade does not exceed three inches (7.62
centimetres).

Defence:

It is a defence for a person charged with possession of such an article to prove that he had the article with him—

e  for use at work; or

e for religious reasons; or

e ag part of any national costume.

Powers of Arrest

A constable may arrest without warrant any person whom he has reasonable cause to believe to be committing an offence

under this section if:

e the constable is not satisfied as to that person’s identity or place of residence, or

e has reasonable cause to believe that it is necessary to arrest him in order to prevent the commission by him of any other
offence in the course of committing which a bladed or sharply pointed article might be used.

Lord Advocates Guidelines to Police — Effective 26 June 2006

Any person found in possession of a knife, or who has used one in the commission of a crime will be detained in
custody for Court and will not be liberated on undertaking.
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Search - Section 50

Where a constable has reasonable grounds for suspecting that a person has with him an article to which Section
49 of this Act applies and has committed or is committing an offence under this section, the constable may
search that person without warrant and detain him for such time as is reasonably required to permit the search to
be carried out.

A constable who detains a person under subsection above shall inform him of the reason for his detention.

Any person who intentionally obstructs a constable in the exercise of the constable’s powers, or conceals from a
constable acting in the exercise of those powers an article to which Section 49 of this Act applies, commits an
offence.

Powers of Arrest
A constable may arrest without warrant any person who he has reason to believe has intentionally obstructed a
search or concealed a bladed or sharply pointed article.

In addition, the following may be of relevance.

Landmark legislation to give the police new powers to crack down on knife crime, drug-related offences and
football-related disorder was approved by the Scottish Parliament on 25 May 2006.

The Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill - which is expected to become law from autumn
2006 - includes a range of new measures to strengthen police effectiveness and improve community safety.

They include:
e New measures to help tackle knife crime in Scotland, including doubling the maximum penalty for
carrying a knife in public or in a school from two to four years, giving the police the unconditional

power to arrest someone suspected of carrying a knife in public, and increasing the minimum age for
buying a non-domestic knife from 16 to 18
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Appendix B
Scenario 1
Your brother aged 12 has to walk through a neighbouring estate
where he has been attacked before. He worries this might happen
again so he takes a penknife with him to make him feel safer, but
doesn’t intend to attack anyone.

Scenario 2

Your older brother and his friend are organising a joint 18" Birthday
Party. Someone has told them there might be trouble, so they have
both decided to carry hunting knives they have borrowed from your
granddad, just in case they need them for security reasons.

Scenario 3

You are getting bullied at school and you have had enough. You
decide to stop it once and for all. You have sharpened one of your
granny’s knitting needles and take it to school to use on the bullies
next time they pick on you.

Scenario 4
Your uncle carries a screwdriver in his car door pocket to use to open
the cars’ broken petrol cap when he gets petrol.

Scenario 5

Your sisters and her boyfriend are travelling on a bus to a club. He
asks her to carry his small lock knife in her bag, as the police won’t
search her.
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