
 

COMMUNITY JUSTICE AUTHORITIES BEGIN TASK OF 
TACKLING RE-OFFENDING 
 
Community Justice Authorities – being set up to transform the way 
councils, the Scottish Prison Service and other local organisations 
work together to tackle re-offending – are 
being established across Scotland today. 
 
The eight new bodies, created under the Management of Offenders 
etc. (Scotland) Act, will be responsible for ensuring that in future 
local authorities and the SPS work closely 
together in managing offenders. 
 
In particular they will: 
 
- Work with local authorities, the SPS and other partners to prepare 
local joint area plans focused on tackling re-offending, which will 
require to be submitted to Minister for approval. 
 
- Monitor and report on the effectiveness of joint working between 
all the local partners, including police forces, NHS Boards, relevant 
voluntary organisations, the Scottish Courts Service and the Crown 
Office. 
 
- Support better information-sharing and the sharing of good 
practice. 
 
- Distribute funding for criminal justice social work services in local 
areas and ensuring this is being used effectively to improve the 
management of offenders, and tackle Scotland’s unacceptably high 
re-offending rates. 
 
Justice Minister Cathy Jamieson said: 
 
“Community Justice Authorities will play a key part in our efforts to 
reform the way councils, the Scottish Prison Service and other local 
partners work together to drive down the unacceptably high rates of 
re-offending across the country. 
 
“Locally, they will take the lead role in ensuring that all the partners 
work together in drawing up plans to ensure the better joint 
management of offenders. Those plans must be focused on 
reducing re-offending and will provide a clear shared agenda for all 
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those working with offenders in different ways. The new National 
Advisory Body on Offender Management will provide me with 
support in scrutinising the plans. 
 
“CJAs will also monitor and report on the how well those services 
are being delivered, as well as distributing funding for community-
based criminal justice services for offenders. 
 
“Overall, they will help us achieve the vision set out in our Criminal 
Justice Plan, for establishing a more coherent and effective system 
for managing offenders across different agencies in Scotland, in 
prison and in the community, ending the revolving door of 
reoffending in Scotland and creating safer, daily lives for all.” 
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